
“Rising Up to Courage”
2 Kings 6:8-19

Big Idea: God has the power to protect His people.

Facts to Grow Courage:
God is not bound by the natural in His power to protect His people (8-12).

Syria was warring against Israel, and every time Syria would make military plans, it 
seemed as though Israel was one-step ahead. After this happened several times, the king of 
Syria became convinced that someone from Syria was tipping off the Israelites. He gathered his 
servants together to find out who was the traitor, but they all pointed to Elisha, the prophet of 
Israel. Somehow, Elisha was aware of even the plans that the king of Syria made in the secret 
of his bedroom. That “somehow” was a “someone:” The Lord God! God was supernaturally 
revealing the plans of the Syrian’s to Elisha so that Elisha could warn the king of Israel of their 
plans. God, who knew not only the words spoken in secret by the king of Syria but also the 
unspoken thoughts in the king’s heart, was not bound by the natural in His power to protect his 
people. Nothing has changed. God is still at work, giving discernment and working in 
supernatural ways to protect His people for His purposes and plans for His people.
1. While God isn’t specifically mentioned as Elisha’s source of military intelligence, we know 

that’s clearly the case because Elisha is a prophet in Israel. In what ways does God still 
quietly work to give His people discernment and knowledge in order to protect His people?

2. How has God worked in supernatural ways to protect you and those you know?
3. Is there someone or some situation that you know about that needs God’s protection right 

now? If so, share about and pray for those individuals and situations.

God’s power is far greater than any human power in the world (13-17).
While God had given insight into the secret plans of Syrian’s military locations, the king 

of Syria had no idea where Elisha was located. He sent out servants to find out where Elisha 
was staying, and once they determined Elisha’s location, he sent a great army there to capture 
Elisha. When Elisha’s servant saw the army around the city, he was terrified, but Elisha said 
these words to him: “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are 
with them” (2 Kings 6:16). What? Where? The servant couldn’t see any soldiers except for the 
soldiers of Syria! Elisha prayed that God would open the servants eyes to see, and when God 
opened the servants eyes, he could finally see the Lord’s army covering the mountains and 
outnumbering the Syrians. God and His angels are active in creation accomplishing His work 
and His purposes in the world and in the lives of His people. Like the servant, angels may never 
be seen with physical eyes, but they are here, doing God’s work still today. As in that moment 
that day with Elisha, God’s power is still far greater than any human power in the world today!
1. What can we learn through this vision of the army of God that Elisha’s servant was able to 

see that day? Are these lessons still relevant for us today?



2. What attacks are you experiencing right now in your life, family, or in the lives of other 
believers you know? How does the vision of God’s army inform the way we view and 
respond to these attacks?

3. We don’t know if Elisha saw God’s army or not, but we know that he knew that they were 
there! Do you believe that God’s army is active in the world today? How has God opened 
your “eyes” to this truth?

4. Explore these passages and discuss how God’s angels were, are, and will continue be 
active in the work of Jesus in the world (Matthew 1:20; 28:2; Luke 1:1-13; 1:26-28; 2:8-9; 
Acts 1:10-11; 5:19; 10:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 7:1-3; etc.).

God works through the prayers of His people to reveal His power in the world (17-19).
Why did God open the eyes of Elisha’s servant to be able to see the reality of the Lord’s 

army protecting them that day? Why did God close the eyes of the Syrian army in order to keep 
them from capturing Elisha and his servant? The answer was simply that God worked through 
the prayers of Elisha to reveal His power and to protect His plans and His people in the world. 
Elisha’s prayers were simple. Elisha’s prayers were faith-filled. Elisha’s prayers were aligned to 
God’s Will in protecting His servant and His plans for Israel. Elisha’s prayers were heard and 
were answered by the Creator of the universe who hears the prayers of His people and always 
answers the prayers of His people according to His perfect will. God still works through the 
prayers of His people to reveal His power in the world today!
1. Read Matthew 6:9-13 and 1 John 5:14-15. What was the key to Elisha’s prayers that is tied 

to the key to prayer as Jesus taught us to pray and as John encouraged us in the power of 
prayer?

2. How is your prayer life? Take time to share and to encourage one another in prayer.
3. Make a list of the situations in your lives that threaten God’s glory and His work in your lives. 

Trust in God’s power over these powerful enemies. Pray for God’s supernatural protection in 
each of these situations. Believe that God still works through simple, faith-filled prayers that 
are aligned to His perfect Will!


